




 
2017 Nebraska Statewide EMS Conference Schedule 

 

FRIDAY Track 1 - ALS Track 2 Track 3 Track 4 

0800-0915 MIKE GRILL 

(ALS)  
Sepsis & EMS: The South 

Denver Experience 

BRENT WILLIAMS 
FirstNet Mobile Broadband: 

Coming Later This Year  
Are You Ready? 

ERIC CLAUSS 
 

Pediatric Abuse 

SIM-NE 
 

Limited to first 30 
attendees 

0915-0945 BREAK BREAK BREAK BREAK 

0945-1100 TWINK 
(ALS) The CHF-COPD/RAD 

Pneumonia Triad 

MIKE GRILL 
 

HIGH Science 

BILL LEGGIO 
Crew Resource 
Management 

SIM-NE 
Limited to first 30 

attendees 
1100-1115 BREAK BREAK BREAK BREAK 

1115-1230 ERIC CLAUSS 
 

(ALS) Lessons Learned from 
a Level 1 Trauma Bay 

BRENT WILLIAMS - (REPEAT) 
FirstNet Mobile Broadband: 

Coming Later This Year  
Are You Ready? 

TWINK DALTON 
 

When Heat Isn’t Fire: Heat 
Related Emergencies 

 

SIM-NE 
 

Limited to first 30 
attendees 

1230-1330 LUNCH LUNCH LUNCH LUNCH 

1330-1445 
GENERAL SESSIONS 

ONLY 

TWINK 
Assessment & Critical 

Thinking 

BILL LEGGIO 
EMS Agenda 2050: Envision 

the Future 
  

1445-1515 BREAK BREAK   

1515-1630 
GENERAL 

SESSIONS ONLY 

MIKE GRILL 
 

1
st

 Responder Resiliency 

ERIC CLAUSS 
Standing on the Shoulders 

of Giants 
  

SATURDAY Track 1 - ALS Track 2 Track 3 Track 4 

0800-0915 TWINK 
(ALS) 

 
 Capnography & ETCO2 

ERIC CLAUSS 
 
 

Geriatric Trauma 

BRENT WILLIAMS (REPEAT) 
FirstNet Mobile 

Broadband 
Coming Later This Year  

Are You Ready? 

SIM-NE 
 

Limited to first 30 
attendees 

0915-0945 BREAK BREAK BREAK BREAK 

0945-1100 MIKE GRILL 
(ALS)  

 
Case Studies in Prehospital 

Care 2017 

ERIC CLAUSS 

A Look Through the 
Rearview Mirror?  

Case Studies that Will  
Change Your Practice 

BILL LEGGIO 
 

Patient Safety and 
Evidence Based Practice 

 

SIM-NE 
 

Limited to first 30 
attendees 

1100-1115 BREAK BREAK BREAK BREAK 

1115-1230 TWINK 
(ALS)  

Stroke & the 5 Stroke 
Syndromes 

MIKE GRILL - REPEAT 
 
 

HIGH Science 

DAVE GIFFORD 
 

Bariatric Patient Care for 
EMS 

 

SIM-NE 
 

Limited to first 30 
attendees 

1230-1330 LUNCH LUNCH LUNCH LUNCH 

1330-1445 
GENERAL SESSION 

ONLY 

ONE GENERAL 
SESSION  

EMS BOARD TOWN  

FOR ALL ATTENDEES 
 

HALL UPDATE 

  

1445-1515 BREAK BREAK   

1515-1630 
GENERAL 

SESSIONS ONLY 

MIKE GRILL - REPEAT 
1

st
 Responder Resiliency 

ERIC CLAUSS - REPEAT 
Standing on the Shoulders 

of Giants 
  

SUNDAY Track 1 Track 2   

0830-0945 TWINK 
Extremity Injuries 

MIKE GRILL 
Situational Awareness 

 

 
0945-1015 BREAK BREAK   

1015-1130 
TWINK 

 
Drowning &  

Submersion Injury 

MIKE GRILL 
 

In Harm’s Way: 
Chest Trauma 

  



 
Eric Clauss is a Registered Nurse, an EMT-

Paramedic and has his Master of Science degree in 

nursing leadership. He has been in the emergency 

profession since 1986 serving in roles such as 

firefighter, paramedic, deputy coroner, charge nurse, 

instructor, and preceptor. He has been at Vanderbilt 

University Medical Center since 2005 and currently 

serves as the Director of the EMS Center of 

Excellence. Eric has written several publications 

and is the author of the book “Stressed: It Changed 
Everything.” 

Twink Dalton is the EMS Education Coordinator 

for the Mountain View Fire Protection District. She 

began her career as an RN in an emergency 

department in Omaha, Nebraska. Since that time 

she has served as faculty and director for Creighton 

University’s EMS Program, Trauma Coordinator for 

St. Joseph’s Hospital in Omaha, EMS Coordinator 

for the Omaha Fire Department and Clinical 

Educator for Pridemark Paramedic Services in 

Boulder, CO. She is a well-known speaker and 

author in the field of EMS. 

Mike Grill is the EMS Regional Program 

Director for the Porter, Littleton, Parker and Castle 

Rock Adventist Hospital EMS team in the South 

Denver Metro area. He has been active in 

Fire/EMS since 1985 and has authored numerous 

articles for EMS and Fire trade journals and one 

textbook: Fire Service First Responder. Mike has 

spoken at over 150 conferences nationwide. 



 
. 

Since January 2002, Brent Williams served as the 

EMS Radio Communications Consultant to the EMS and 

Trauma Systems Section of the Michigan Dept of Health 

and Human Services. In that role, he served as the 

subject matter expert for the Department on EMS radio 

communication systems and requirements. Brent’s “real 

world” public safety experience includes 11 years as a 

police patrol officer and over 20 years as a practicing 

paramedic. He retains his State of Michigan Paramedic 

License, first earned in 1978. He has served for the past 

10 years as a member of the DHS SafeCom advisory 

group. 

Dave Gifford began his career in emergency 

services in 1992, while serving in the Army.  After 

leaving the Army, Dave has been actively involved in the 

fire service and EMS both as a paid and volunteer 

member.  Dave is currently a member of NEMSA and 

NIS and serves on the Nebraska State Wide EMS 

Committee as the NIS Representative.  Dave is certified 

as an AHA and NAEMT instructor.  Dave currently works 

for Midwest Medical Transport Company-MedAir as the 

Safety Manager.  Since 2003 Dave has also enjoyed 

being a Firefighter/Medic with Gretna Volunteer Fire and 

Rescue Department.  

William ‘Bill’ Leggio, EdD, NRP is the paramedic 

program coordinator and assistant professor at 

Creighton University in Omaha. In addition to his 

academic role at Creighton, he continues to practice 

clinically as a critical care paramedic at CHI-Creighton 

University Medical Center’s Emergency and Trauma 

Department. He also enjoys out-of-hospital service 

with Nebraska City EMS. He enjoys bringing together 

his current experiences and past experiences on his 

hometown volunteer fire department in all that he does 

teaching, practicing, and representing our profession 

on a national technical expert panel envisioning EMS 

through 2050 and on various in-state and on-campus 

committees. 

 



 

The University of Nebraska Medical Center launched four Simulation-In-Motion Nebraska 

trucks Wednesday morning in Omaha. The 44-foot long customized trucks will travel the 

state and provide free training to rural emergency medical service agencies and hospitals. 

About 80 percent of emergency medical services personnel are volunteers and normally 

have to travel to stay current on their skills. 

UNMC Chancellor Dr. Jeffrey Gold says it is extremely important that these medical 

providers know what to do in rural locations of our state. Dr. Gold says, “When the first life 

is saved, when the first child that would have had long-standing or life-long disability is 

prevented from having that, when somebody falls or gets injured in an agricultural or 

ranching setting, gets access to world-class health care that he or she would not have had 

previously, we’re changing the world one day, one incident, one phone call at a time. So 

this is really magical.” 

The trucks feature slide out room extensions, a simulated emergency room and an 

ambulance and computerized mannequins that talk, breathe, have heartbeats and react to 

medications and other actions. Each unit is outfitted with supplies to recreate a realistic 

environment and can be programed for medical and trauma scenarios. 

The trucks will be stationed in Norfolk, Lincoln, Kearney and Scottsbluff. The trucks and 

staff will travel and provide training in their regions.- UNMC news release 

Simulation in Motion-Nebraska SIM-NE) 

Simulation in Motion-Nebraska (SIM-NE) is a statewide, mobile education system, which 

brings state-of-the-art, hands-on training, using high fidelity human patient simulators, to 

pre-hospital and hospital professionals throughout the state. The simulators are some of 

the most technologically advanced training tools available to the medical community today. 

This unique program delivers quality education to providers who otherwise would not have 

opportunities to attend simulation training. Simulation in Motion-Nebraska provides 

standardized, high-quality training to ensure consistent outcomes to rural EMS agencies 

and critical access hospital emergency rooms. Simulation in Motion-Nebraska is a 

partnership of education institutions, academic departments representing a number of 

disciplines, charitable organizations, healthcare systems, and public agencies that are 

dedicated to improving the health and well-being of Nebraskans. 



 
ERIC CLAUSS 
 
Pediatric Abuse: Just Because We Don't Want To Think About It Doesn't Mean It Doesn't Happen 
Non-accidental trauma patients challenge even the most experienced providers. In this informative 
session, the speaker will discuss the horrifying truth behind non-accidental trauma and discuss 
strategies on how to care for these patients.  
   
A Look Through The Rearview Mirror: Case Studies That Will Change Your Practice 
In this informative session, the speaker will present pediatric and adult case studies that have caused 
challenges for healthcare providers. The speaker will discuss key elements and techniques for treating 
medical and trauma patients, which the participants will gain valuable insights that will change their 
practice.  
  
 If These Walls Could Talk: Lessons Learned from the Level 1 Trauma Bay 
In this informative session, the speaker will take you on a journey and share lessons learned from the 
adult and pediatric trauma bays from a large academic level 1 medical center. The speaker will discuss 
key elements of teamwork, leadership, training, high-risk transports, and quality improvement. 
   
Geriatric Trauma 
Geriatric trauma patients can cause significant challenges for any prehospital provider. It is estimated 
that this population is growing at a substantial rate and all providers must appreciate the physiological 
changes that can impact the quality of care. In this session, the speaker will discuss this unique 
population and strategies that can be implemented into practice. 
   
GENERAL SESSION: 
Lessons Learned from STANDING ON THE SHOULDERS OF GIANTS 
Would spending more than 100 hours shadowing the most successful executives in a top-rated 
academic medical center change the way you view leadership? This presentation will challenge 
participants to evaluate their progress and create positive change during times of uncertainty in EMS 
and healthcare. As these lessons are applied, participants will learn key fundamentals to build and 
strengthen their skills to benefit any team or organization. 
 
DAVE GIFFORD 
 
Bariatric Patient Care for EMS 
A look at the challenges, concerns and care of the increasing amount of bariatric patients in EMS. 
 
BRENT WILLIAMS 
 
FirstNet Mobile Broadband: Coming Later This Year. Are You Ready? 
Technology is changing how information flows during emergencies – making it easier for first responder 
and call-takers to accomplish their mission. This session will provide an introduction to and overview of 
FirstNet; and, will highlight how this new mobile broadband communications system will benefit EMS 
providers and their patients. Learn how this new federal government initiative will very shortly make 
possible new and advanced diagnostic and treatment capabilities for EMS. Rural areas, in particular, will 
benefit from the much improved and more robust communications capability with major medical 
centers and hospitals. This session will bring the latest news about FirstNet deployment, and how it is 
on track to begin nationwide service by the end of this year. 



 
 
 

TWINK DALTON  
 
Stroke and the 5 Stroke Syndromes – When you were in school did you ever learn that there were 5 
distinct stroke syndromes?  Did you learn how to assess for them?  Most have learned the Cincinnati 
Prehospital Stroke Scale but this exam only picks up 2 of the 5 syndromes.  This class educates on the 5 
syndromes and acquaints the participant with the MEND exam that will pick up 2 more.   
   
The CHF-COPD/RAD-Pneumonia Triad:  Which is it and Why – This presentation looks at the 
physiology/pathophysiology behind these conditions and why they often co-exist.  There are clue to 
deciphering the presentation and that makes all the difference in the world when it comes to 
treatment.   Cases are also presented.   
   
Capnography and EtCO2 – Ok, so we know what it can do to ensure endotracheal placement, but what 
can it do for other conditions?  Can it really help in anything other than RAD?  The answer is a 
resounding yes!  This presentation shows how it can help identify and determine treatment in the 
patient with sepsis, PE, an internal bleed and an OD.   
   
Extremity Injury – Extremity injuries are extremely common.  However, understanding the A&P of 
those injuries would help providers understand which injuries can lead to permanent deficit if not 
treated properly, which injuries should be realigned and which should not.   Principles of treatment are 
explained in relation to given injuries.   
   
Drowning and Submersion Injury – What do we know about the physiology of near drowning and how 
does that apply to what we do with this patient?   This presentation looks at the new terminology, 
recognition and management of this special patient and their particular needs due to the mechanism of 
injury. 
   
When Heat Isn’t Fire: Heat Related Emergencies – This presentation looks at differences in how the 
body responds to heat related emergencies. Concentration is on those environmental causes versus 
those caused by disease. Pathophysiology is explored in relation to signs and symptoms. Cases are used 
to highlight important points, especially those that are not taught in the text, such as the patient who 
has also suffered a fall, the patient who as co-existing hypertension, the patient who is hypoglycemic, 
etc. 
  
GENERAL SESSION: 
Assessment and Critical Thinking – Assessment forms the basis of our patient care and treatment but 
do we really do it well?  And once we find an abnormality, what does it tell us?  This presentation takes 
an in depth look at physical assessment and ties in knowledge of A&P and pathophysiology to make 
physical assessment something you’ve never heard before.   
 
 
 
 



 
MIKE GRILL 
Sepsis and EMS: The South Denver Experience – In 2009 the South Denver EMS team developed and 
implemented an EMS Sepsis alert program for fire/EMS agencies in Colorado. The results? If EMS 
properly identifies and alerts the receiving facility of the pending arrival of a severely septic patient, 
mortality in that subset of patients can decrease from 26% to 13%. This presentation describes the 
sepsis alert development process, education, protocol implementation, the role of the receiving 
hospitals and the research making this program an award winning program as identified by UCLA’s 
Prehospital Research forum.  
   
HIGH Science – With 17 states and the District of Columbia now having some form of medical 
marijuana legislation enacted, and 2 states legalizing for public use, what is the impact for pre-hospital 
care? In this session, a case study is presented whereby a patient never having used cannabis before 
has a reaction to its effects. The history, science, pathophysiology, pharmacokinetics, and treatment of 
a person having an adverse reaction to medical marijuana is presented – including a discussion of 
various state and federal laws and how various states have enacted medical marijuana initiatives. 
   
Case Studies In Prehospital Care 2017 –  Trauma, pulmonary emboli, and AAA are just a few of the case 
studies offered in this interactive class. The student will be challenged to use their knowledge, skills, 
and experience in this workshop with cases from actual calls I have experienced in my EMS career. This 
class is for the serious EMS provider who really wants to test their patient assessment and treatment 
skills. If you want a class that you can sit down, relax, and dream about tomorrow, than THIS CLASS IS 
NOT FOR YOU!  
   
In Harm’s Way – A clinical look at chest trauma including types of injuries and the pathophysiology of 
several common yet life-threatening injuries.  Treatment of each is discussed for various levels of health 
care providers. This presentation is designed to allow the audience to use critical thinking skills in 
treating each type of injury. Included are questions regarding recent research challenging current 
treatment modalities – such as the impact of fluid resuscitation and the concept of the ‘Golden Hour’. 
FACT: Rib fractures occur in 60% of all cases involving chest trauma.   
   
First Responder Resiliency – Often times what we experience on horrific calls are a normal reaction to 
an abnormal situation. Resiliency is the ability to bounce back from adversity; it comprises a set of 
attitudes, skills, and behaviors that can be learned. The key to resiliency is not the elimination of stress, 
but the development of the skills needed to manage stress in an optimal way. First responders are 
capable of growing from their experiences as opposed to becoming a victim of them. This session 
introduces the audience to an evidence-based program describing the 12 skills of First Responder 
Resiliency. 
   
GENERAL SESSION: 
Situational Awareness: It Isn’t Rocket Science (Or IS It?) – As an emergency service provider, your 
situational awareness of what is going on – with you, your crew, and your patient – is absolutely critical 
to provide the very best patient care. Mistakes do not, never have, and never will cause injury or harm 
to us or our patients. What, then, DOES cause us harm?  This presentation focuses on the concept of 
situational awareness, a component of crew resource management taught to all commercial aviation 
personnel in the event of an in-flight emergency. Translated into the emergency medical environment, 
situational awareness not only keeps us safe; it improves our patient care. We should never allow 
complacency, poor communication, distractions, or losing sight of the ‘big picture’ to harm us – or our 
patients.  Remember: No emergency scene is ever mistake-free as long as there are people involved!  



   
Sepsis & EMS: The South Denver Experience 
In 2009, the South Denver EMS team developed and implemented an EMS Sepsis Alert Program for Fire 
/ EMS agencies in Colorado. The results? If EMS properly identifies and alerts the receiving facility of the 
pending arrival of a severely septic patient, mortality in that subset of patients can decrease from 26% 
to 13%. This presentation describes the sepsis alert development process, education, protocol 
implementation, the role of the receiving hospitals and the research making this program an award 
winning program as identified by UCLA's Prehospital Research Forum. 
Speakers: Michael Grill   
 
Situational Awareness: It Isn't Rocket Science (or IS it?) 
As an EMS provider, your situational awareness of what is going on - with you, your crew, and your 
patient - is absolutely critical to provide the very best patient care. Mistakes do not, never have, and 
never will cause injury or harm to us or our patients. What, then, DOES cause us harm? This 
presentation focuses on the concept of SITUATIONAL AWARENESS, a component of crew resource 
management taught to all commercial aviation personnel in the event of an in-flight emergency. 
Translated into the EMS environment, situational awareness not only keeps us safe; it improves our 
patient care. We should never allow complacency, poor communication, distractions, or losing sight of 
the "big picture" to harm us - or our patients. Remember: No emergency scene is ever mistake-free as 
long as there are people involved! 
Speakers: Michael Grill  
  
Sleep Deprivation: Entering the Twilight Zone 
This lecture discusses sleep deprivation and its effects on anyone who works the night shift. Together, 
we will explore how sleep is essential and the negative effects it can have on the body and on the mind. 
One does not want to enter the twilight zone without knowing the dangers that are hidden in the 
darkness. 
Speakers: Chris Nollette   
 
Stroke and the 5 Stroke Syndromes 
When you were in school did you ever learn that there were 5 distinct stroke syndromes? Did you learn 
how to assess for them? Most have learned the Cincinnati Prehospital Stroke Scale but this exam only 
picks up 2 of the 5 syndromes. This class educates on the 5 syndromes and acquaints the participant 
with the MEND exam that will pick up 2 more. 
Speakers: Twink Dalton   
 
When Heat Isn't Fire: Heat Related Emergencies 
This presentation looks at differences in how the body responds to heat related emergencies. 
Concentration is on those environmental causes versus those caused by disease. Pathophysiology is 
explored in relation to signs and symptoms. Cases are used to highlight important points, especially 
those that are not taught in the text, such as the patient who has also suffered a fall, the patient who 
has co-existing hypertension, the patient who is hypoglycemic, etc. 
Speakers: Twink Dalton 



 
WILLIAM ‘BILL’ LEGGIO 
 
Crew Resource Management – Crew Resource Management, Human Factors, and Appreciate Inquiry, 
Oh My!  This facilitated session will explore how to operate in a culture of safety as an EMS team of 
providers to better administer the care we all want to provide to our patients. 
  
Patient Safety and Evidence Based Practice – Explore the topics of patient safety and evidence based 
practice as EMS becomes more and more important as both a safety mechanism and source of 
healthcare in an ever increasingly data enriched world. 
   
GENERAL SESSION: 
EMS Agenda 2050: Envision the Future – Learn more about and provide your feedback directly to a 
member of the technical expert panel on a national project being worked on throughout 2017 and 2018 
to develop a new vision for the future of EMS. EMS Agenda 2050 is a collaborative and inclusive two-
year project to create a bold plan for the next several decades. EMS community members, stakeholder 
organizations and the public are all encouraged to get involved in writing a new Agenda for the Future 
that will set forth a vision for the next thirty years of EMS system advancement. Information about this 
project can also be found online at http://emsagenda2050.org. 
 
 

http://emsagenda2050.org/


 



The Greg Chamberlain 
Memorial Golf Scramble 

Buffalo Ridge Golf Course 
2 Person Best Ball- SHOTGUN start at 5:30 pm 

See Any statewide EMS Conference Committee Member to sign up 
And pay your registration fee by noon on Friday, July 14th  

 
$35 Per Person/ $70 per team 

(Fee covers cart, Green Fees, t-shirt and end of tourney meal) 
All beverages must be purchased at the golf course, no coolers 

EMS Billing 
Presents: 



Friday, July 14, 2017 
Annual Sand Volleyball Tournament & Cook Out 

 
Teams: 6 or more members, minimum 2 FEMALES 

 
Free will donations accepted to benefit the  

GREG CHAMBERLAIN MEMORIAL FUND 
 

Meet at the Holiday Inn outdoor Volleyball Courts at 5:30 pm 




